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o While lrish law requires the directors of most lrish companies and branches of
foreign companies operating in lreland to prepare and file detailed financial
accounts with the Companies Registration Office with their annual returns
(www.cro.ie), "unlimited companies"" that are absolved from the account
filing requirement can be used to prevent disclosure.

A 2010 neport by the accounting firm Grant Thornton2a reported the following companies
located in lreland:

Google's use of lrish and Netherlands companies to avoid $3.1 billion in U.S. tax is
discussed below.

The Netherlands. As set forth in the 2006 SOMO report, the Netherlands is a tax
haven, applying the standards describe above. lt hosts a multitude of "mailbox

23 At ieast one owner of an unlimited company must have unlimited liability to its creditors if the
company's assets are insufficient to pay its debts. Limited liability is obtained, however, by forming a
limited liability company to be the owner with unlimited liability.
'" Doing business in lreland, Grant Thornton (2010).
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